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Introduction
In the case of surplus lambs where 
adoption is not possible, lamb producers 
have the option either to put down the 
lamb or to raise it on milk replacer. 

One aim with the project was to gather 
knowledge from farms with extensive 
experience of rearing lambs with milk 
replacers. 

Another purpose was to investigate the 
growth and slaughter results of artificially 
reared lambs, consumption of milk 
replacers and concentrates, working 
hours and economy. 

CONCLUSIONS
Artificially reared lambs had 
similar health, growth and 
slaughter results as their 
siblings.

Slaughter income paid the costs 
for milk replacer and 
concentrates, but in most cases 
did not leave surplus large 
enough to cover other costs, 
such as working hours, the 
costs of the ewe, equipment, 
buildings. 

RESULTS
• Growth rate to 110 days of the 

artificially reared lambs was between 
256 and 281 g per day, the siblings' 
growth was between 229 and 307 g 
per day during the corresponding 
period.

• Total consumption per artificially 
reared lamb: 3 to 23 kg milk replacer, 
37 to 56 kg concentrates.

• Until weaning, the concentrate 
consumption was low, 3 to 15 kg per 
lamb depending on weaning age 
which varied between 39 to 63 days.

Feeding concentrate on pasture at farm B. 
Photo Annika Arnesson.
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Materials and methods
Four farms with pasture-based autumn 
lambing in southwestern Sweden 
recorded weights of artificially reared 
lambs and their siblings at birth, during 
rearing, day 60 and day 110. 

Health, consumption of milk replacers and 
concentrates and labor time was 
registered. The artificially reared lambs 
and their siblings were followed until 
slaughter or until they were sold for 
breeding or selected to become 
replacements. 

The number of artificially reared lambs in 
the herds 2020 varied between 13 and 30.

• The slaughter age of the artificially 
reared lambs was 151 to 219 days, 
and the slaughter weights were 18.9 
to 21.3 kg. 

• The siblings' slaughter age was 159 
to 193 days, and the slaughter 
weights were 18.9 to 21.6 kg.

• Mortality and health problems among 
the artificial reared lambs were 
generally low.

• The farmers reported between 2 to 3 
hours of working time per artificially 
reared lamb. 

• Regardless of the choice of 
technology, the steps of mixing and 
feeding milk replacer and cleaning 
equipment were the most time-
consuming. 

• Factors to ensure a well-functioning 
production of artificially reared lambs 
were to start quickly on the milk 
replacer, feed plenty of milk replacer,  
introduce concentrates of good 
quality early and wean abruptly. 

• The health of the artificially reared 
lamb and the knowledge and care of 
experienced producers are important 
for a good result.
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Feeding milkreplacer. Left: Heatwawe was used at farm A 
and B. Right: Bucket with nipples was used at farm C and 
D Photos Annelie Carlsson and Annika Arnesson.

Feeding concentrate on pasture at farm A.
Photo Annika Arnesson.
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